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Bilag 6 til pressemeddelelse fra Flyvesikringstjenesten/NAVIAIR d. 18.1.2002

RVSM and beyond  (2 pages)

The European airspace is the first high-density, complex continental airspace to introduce RVSM, providing 6 extra flight levels between FL290 and FL 410 (inclusive). It is the biggest region-wide change in European air traffic management (EATM) in the past fifty years, involving wide-ranging co-ordinated preparation and simultaneous implementation by 41 States. 

RVSM will bring significant benefits to aircraft operators and air traffic control, and is, as such, essential to cope with the constant increase in air traffic operations in Europe’s airspace. RVSM significantly reduces delays and improves flight efficiency, saving large quantities of fuel.

Over the medium to long term, the volume of air traffic at European airports and in the European airspace is expected to carry on growing at a rate resembling the historical average of 7.4% that has prevailed since 1980. Except in the short term, the overall trend is not affected by adverse events such as the Gulf war or the attacks of 11 September 2001.  The long-term trend forces all actors in the air traffic industry to go beyond RVSM in seeking improvements in all phases of operations, from processing at airports to the cruising phase of the flight.

Using its extensive experience with existing shortcoming and constraints, the potential of new technologies, and a deep understanding of the operational aspects of Air Traffic Management, EUROCONTROL has been able to develop a plan to cope with future challenges in European airspace. This plan is being developed in the context of the European ATM 2000+ strategy, and includes all the delay-reducing programmes that are being coordinated within the European ATM Programme (EATMP).

While RVSM relieves constraints in the en-route phase of flight, other EATMP programmes optimise air traffic operations in and around airports. These include the design of new arrival and departure procedures and the improvement of airport surface operations. 

In terms of en-route operations, the largest gain in efficiency is expected from the “Free Route Airspace” programme, which will ultimately allow aircraft to follow the most direct path between their departure and arrival points and do away with fixed route networks in the upper airspace.

To become reality, all these programmes require updated air traffic control and aircraft operating systems. In the final analysis, it will be improvements in the technologies of communication, navigation and surveillance improvements that will enable air traffic management to safely increase the capacity and efficiency of air traffic.

Until 2005, RVSM will be the major pan-European initiative for dealing with ever-increasing air traffic. Other programmes will come on stream as time progresses, with Free Route an ultimate goal. No-one is sure yet how long it will take to get there. But one thing is certain: EUROCONTROL will continue to play a major role in the improvement of European air traffic. The RVSM Programme is just one of a series of measures to make the European airspace safe, efficient and environmentally friendly. 
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The overarching model for European air traffic that EUROCONTROL intends to make a reality is One Sky for Europe, a 360-degree model for improving the situation in the European airspace. It is a pan-European approach to European air traffic management designed to meet future needs. 

The adoption of RVSM in a busy continental environment demonstrates EUROCONTROL’s ability to carry out complex operations across the pan-European airspace safely, efficiently, effectively and to tight deadlines. The implementation of the RVSM Programme is a major step towards One Sky for Europe and shows that EUROCONTROL is in a position to manage complex multi-stakeholder programmes for the benefit of all.

EUROCONTROL’s commitment will always be to ensure safety, efficiency and economy for all airspace users and stakeholders.






RVSM Programme Office:  Tel - +32 2 729 4628;  Fax - +32 2 729 4629  

Email rvsm.office@eurocontrol.int; Website: www.eur-rvsm.com
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