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Bilag 2 til pressemeddelelse fra Flyvesikringstjenesten/NAVIAIR d. 18.1.2002
RVSM means less delays 

On average, air traffic has grown by 7.4% a year since 1980. Air lanes are increasingly congested. As a result, in Europe today, only one out of three flights is on time. 

RVSM will significantly reduce delays by providing six additional flight levels between 29,000 and 41,000 feet (inclusive) throughout the whole European airspace. The RVSM Programme was developed at the request of airlines following studies suggesting that reduced vertical separation minima would be the best way to deal with increasing en-route airspace congestion in the short to medium term. 

RVSM will increase air capacity in Europe’s airspace by an estimated 20%. It will have a total cost-benefit ratio of 1:14
, and the yearly cost benefit for operators is estimated at 3.9 billion €, mostly from delay reductions and fuel savings1. RVSM is expected to contribute significantly to passengers’ satisfaction by reducing delays. It will also relieve airports and Air Traffic Managers of considerable pressure, as it will lead to a much more dynamic flow of aircraft in the European airspace.

As aircraft today tend to have quite similar technical standards, their optimal flight levels will also be similar. In the current airspace, this means that they all seek to occupy just one or two of the available flights levels. Considering the volume of Europe’s air traffic, it is impossible for Air Traffic Control to let all of them do so. Many flights, as a consequence, need to be routed through sub-optimal levels. 

But the problem is not limited to sub-optimal flight levels. On the most popular routes, demand for airspace is so high that it cannot be satisfied even by using all existing levels. Flights thus have to be rerouted through other paths, lengthening their transit times. The result: delays and excessive fuel consumption. In fact, studies have shown that 35% of all delays are caused en-route. By doubling the number of flight levels at the most popular cruising levels, RVSM significantly improves this situation.

Nothing irritates passengers as much as delays do. Reducing them is thus crucial for an airline’s success. By relieving key constraints on air traffic controllers, RVSM allows a smoother flow of air traffic, directly leading to a reduction in-flight delays. Research has shown that before RVSM, the average in-flight delay of a flight in Europe’s airspace was 4 minutes, adding up to a total of over 2,000 years of passenger time lost per year. RVSM will save a substantial proportion of all that time. Furthermore, fewer delays increase the likelihood that passengers can make their connecting flights, saving additional time.

Delays, which have been marring both travellers and airline companies in the last few years, are a crucial factor for an airline company’s reputation and competitiveness. The RVSM Programme relieves many of the constraints controllers operate under, thereby allowing a far smoother flow of air traffic in Europe. 








� Source: PA Consulting, January 1999








RVSM Programme Office:  Tel - +32 2 729 4628;  Fax - +32 2 729 4629  

Email rvsm.office@eurocontrol.int; Website: www.eur-rvsm.com
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